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POLICE FATALITIES CONTINUE TO CLIMB IN 2011

Staffing cuts make streets less safe for police and citizens

COLUMBUS (OH) – The National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Fund has released its preliminary 2011 Law Enforcement Fatality Report, and the numbers show violence against police officers continues to rise.

The report shows that – for the second year in a row – the number of officers killed in the line of duty has risen.  In fact, the study shows that for the first time in 14 years, more officers were killed by gunfire than in traffic related incidents.

In 2011, 173 officers have been killed in the line of duty.  That’s an increase of 13% over 2010.  And 68 officers were killed by gunfire, up 15% from 2010.  Gunfire-related deaths have increased 70% since 2008.

“Drastic budget cuts affecting law enforcement agencies across the country have put our officers at grave risk,” declared NLEOMF Chairman Craig W. Floyd.

FOP of Ohio President Jay McDonald said that cuts to police departments don’t just put police in danger.

“Huge reductions in the numbers of sworn police officers, cuts to training and equipment don’t just mean our brothers and sisters in law enforcement are less safe,” McDonald said.  “These drastic cuts mean our communities are left vulnerable as well.” 

Ohio has not been immune to the sadness of police fatalities.

In 2011, Clark County Deputy Sheriff Suzanne Hopper was killed in the line of duty when she was fatally shot on New Year’s Day.    

Columbus Police Officer Tom Hayes was shot on December 18, 1979 and he succumbed to injuries on January 20, 2011.     

Stow Police Officer Jonathon Bastock was killed in the line of duty on February 5, 2011 from a duty related illness.  

Captain Daniel Stiles of the Uniontown Police Department was struck and killed by a vehicle while directing traffic on February 15, 2011.     

Sandusky Police Officer Andrew Dunn was shot and killed on March 19, 2011.  

Warren County Sheriff’s Office Sergeant Brian Dulle was the killed by a vehicular assault on May 10, 2011.   

Ohio had the eighth most officers killed in the line of duty in 2011.  A full copy of which is available at http://www.NLEOMF.org/facts/research-bulletins/
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